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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT DUVALIER ANNOUNCES STEPS TAKEN TO SOLVE 
POWER CRISIS 

REF: 1 (A) PORT AU PRINCE 1 1 87, (B) PORT AU PRINCE 1079, 

(C) PORT AU PRINCE 1063, (D) PORT AU PRINCE 1053, 

(E) PORT AU PRINCE 1045 


1 . SUMMARY. PRESIDENT DUVALIER REVIEWED, IN AN APRIL 6 
ADDRESS TO THE NATION, STEPS TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT TO 
SOLVE THE ELECTRICITY CRISIS. SOME RELIEF IS EXPECTED BY 
MAY FROM FIVE GENERATING UNITS OF 2 MW EACH AND MORE IN 
JUNE OR JULY FROM FOUR GENERATING UNITS OF 2-1/2 MW EACH. 
NEVERTHELESS, THE ECONOMY HAS BEEN WEAKENED AND, ALTHOUGH 
AN END TO THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM IS ON THE HORIZON, THE 

LONG TERM PROBLEM HAS NOT YET BEEN ADDRESSED. END SUMMARY 

2. 2. PRESIDENT DUVALIER SAID IN HIS APRIL 6 ADDRESS TO THE 
NATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS IN THE PROCESS OF INSTALLING 
FIVE DIESEL GENERATORS WITH A TOTAL CAPACITY OF 10 MW. 
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FOUR OTHER GENERATORS WITH A TOTAL CAPACITY OF 10 MW HAVE 
BEEN PURCHASED FROM GENERAL MOTORS AND SHOULD BE ON LINE 
IN "A FEW MONTHS". "WITHIN SEVERAL MONTHS THE 
COMPLETION OF THE NEW 22 MW GENERATING PLANT WILL 
MAKE UP OUR ENERGY DEFICIT...". 

3. PORT-AU-PRINCE NOW HAS AN AVERAGE OF 7MW OF 
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POWER AVAILABLE FROM ITS OLD DIESEL GENERATORS AT 
THE DOWNTOWN PLANT. IN ADDITION, IT RECEIVES 18 MW 
FROM PELIGRE FROM 7 A.M. TO 12:00 NOON AND UP TO 7 MW 
FROM 12:00 NOON TO 5 P.M. PELIGRE IS A DOUBTFUL SOURCE 
OF CONTINUING POWER AS WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES 
NEEDED TO CONTINUE GENERATING CONFLICT WITH THE NEED 
TO USE MORE WATER FOR IRRIGATIONG THE ENDANGERED RICE 
CROP IN THE LOWER ARTIBONITE. INDEED, IT IS EXPECTED 
TO DROP OUT OF THE CIRCUIT BEFORE THE END OF THE MONTH. 

THE FIRST DIESEL GENERATING INCREMENT OF 10 MW SHOULD 

BE ON LINE BY THE END OF THE MONTH AND WOULD PROVIDE 

PORT-AU-PRINCE WITH A TOTAL OF 17 MW (NORMAL DEMAND IS 

34 MW) WHEN PELIGRE DROPS OUT OF THE CIRCUIT. THE 

SECOND INCREMENT OF 10 MW PROBABLY WON'T BE ON LINE 

UNTIL LATE JUNE OR JULY. CONSTRUCTION OF THE 22 MW 

(ACTUALLY 21 MW) WORLD BANK FINANCED GENERATING PLANT MENTIONED 

BY THE PRESIDENT IS BEHIND SCHEDULE AND IT IS UNLIKELY 

TO BE ON LINE IN LESS THAN A YEAR. 

4. ELECTRICITY SHORTAGES WILL CAUSE CONTINUING AND 
PROBABLY INCREASING HARDSHIP THROUGH JUNE OR JULY. 

THE WATER SHORTAGE WILL BE EXACERBATED BY LACK OF 
ELECTRICITY TO RUN PUMPS. TOURIST ARRIVALS HAVE DROPPED 
OFF. REDUCING INCOMES OF THOSE EMPLOYED BY THE INDUSTRY. 

THE TOTAL INCOME OF THE APPROXIMATELY 35,000 WORKERS 
NORMALLY EMPLOYED BY THE LIGHT INDUSTRIAL SECTOR HAS 
BEEN REDUCED BY 30-40 PER CENT THROUGH A COMBINATION 

OF LAYOFFS AND REDUCED SALARIES. THIS IS NO SMALL AMOUNT 
FOR A GROUP THAT AVERAGES LESS THAN $45 PER MONTH AND HAS 
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BEEN HURT BADLY BY RAPID PRICE INFLATION OF PRINCIPAL 
FOODS SUCH AS RICE AND CORN. LIGHT INDUSTRIAL ESPORTS 
ARE BEING REDUCED AND THIS WILL HELP INCREASE THE CHRONIC 
TRADE DEFICIT. 

5. OUTLOOK: CONTINUED ELECTRICITY SHORTAGES THROUGH 
JUNE OR JULY. PELIGRE PROBABLY WILL BE ON LINE AGAIN IN 
THE FALL, PROVIDING ADEQUATE ELECTRICITY AT LEAST UNTIL 
THE NEW 21 MW PLANT COMES ON LINE IN APRIL 1978. 
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